OSTR TRANDER, McDONNELL&LEWIS | — 1 od 


e 


THE 
UL 
= 


e 


JOHN. LUKE. BOB prnpuct 
4 OSTRANDER’ MCDONNELL "LEWIS WON fi 2 


SS 
N.Y. 10103. POSTMASTER: Seng 


COMRADE CHAIRMAN, 
I MUST PROTEST! THE 
WOMAN IS AN ENEMY OF 
THE STATE AND THE HER BOOK, 


\ DAUGHTER OF AN ENEMY 7H FIREBIRD, 


REMIND YOU, He DIED 
IGNOMINIOUSLY 


4 HE DIED AS He DESERVED. ANATOL| 

Nan S —\, NOTHING, GENERAL 

\ AND A TRAITOR 10 THE SOVIET PEOPLE! =) 5 5 
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IF ZO TRIGORIN DIES WHILE 
IN NOVOGOROD PSYCHIATRIC 
HOSPITAL, IN THE GULAG, LIKE 


WE OFFER TRIGORIN 
OTHE WEST IN 
EXCHANGE FOR SOME 
PRESTIGIOUS POLITICAL 
PRISONER THE WEST 
HAS ROTTING IN /7S° 


BELLE REYE PRISON, Pax 
LOUISIANA. 25 


— | 
sem SHE'S IN? alete, 
S PROBLEM. 


THERE'S NO ROOM 
EXCESS 
ON THIS TRIP SO WHY 
MUST Z GOON ITZ 


i ENCHANTRESS. N 
PERSONA, WHO EMERGED 
NAME. 
BUT EVENTUALLY YOU WERE ABLE TO [WHICH 1S REESE wouLon'T THE PROBLEM BE 
RE-ASSERT YOUR OWN PERSONALITY, YOu WHAT WE'RE fea MOST SIMPLY SOLVED IF You 
SIMPLY DIDN'T BECOME THE 
TO TASK PORCE x. $ 3 2. ENCHANTRESS AGAIN? 
‘SAID THEY Woul 7 


THATS IT. GRIND IN THE 
FACT BOOMERANG'S LEFT 
BEHIND ON THES ONE. C cuts B 


YOU JAYWALK 
THEY'LL PULL IT OUT 
FROM LINER YOU. 


LAWTON’S RIGHTON STILL, NOONE SAID 
CAPTAIN BOOMERANG 
VE HAS TO BE TEA 
. DDE 5 
GOOD. D = 
& 
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WAS SURPRISED WHEN 
THE PENGUIN TOLD US YOU, 
KNOW RUSSIAN, 


— g 
—— 4 
eco IT uP 
AKID. THAT AND A 
PARTY CARD. (ADE 
THE OLD MAN MUTE. 


REI THE TROON. 
HESS PROBABLY AS 

DIPLOMAT, 

SOME LACKEYS 2 

Se GOOD DRAT! THIS ONE 
GET OUT OF THAT 'S WORSE! IT WORST 
CONFOUNDED BITES! 
DIScuisE | TRIP, 
NG |B 
4 1 Bs 
2 4 


TY KEEPING THE DETAILS OF 


THE ESCAPE CONFIDENTIAL UNT! 


WE REACH OUR DESTINATION. 


$7 NIGHTSHADE, YOU'LL BEA 
| COMMISSAR TRAVELLING WITH US. 


HAVE YOU HAD ANY CHANCE TO 


JUST IN CASE ANYONE GETS LOOK AROUND THE CITY? 
(CAUGHT ALONG THE WAY. 8 
CAN'T SPILL WHAT YOU 1 


TM A RUSSIAN COLONEL 
AND DEADSHOT IS MY AIDE-DE- 
CAMP. HE KNOWS THE LANGUAGE 

AND WILL HANOLE ANY 

INQUIRIES FOR OUR TEAM. 


BRONZE TIGER WILL STAY HERE 
AS LIAISON AND BACK-UP, 


7700 BAD. I WOULDN'T 


BETWEEN THE EMBASSY AND 
ANY OF THE RAILWAY STATION 
AREAS, THEY ALL FALL 
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JUNE SA PEASANT 
GIRL. DEAF -MUTE 
TRAVELLING WITH HER 

TOWN PRIEST WHO 


"SCATTER. WE STAND ANID LETS FORGET THIS. 
BETTER CHANCE IF WE I'D RATHER SERVE OUT, i| 
1 'T ALL APPROACH MY SENTENCE! 
fe), THE TRAIN TOGETHER. oy = 
2 2 Bw Ag = 
5 — A 
* 9 > 


/ FORGORKI, ONE OF THE 
CENTERS FOR THEIR DEFENSE 
INDUSTRY AND ONE OF THE 
MOST SECURITY-SENSITIVE) 
AREAS IN ALL OF 
RUSSIA. 


EVE, HAVE You FIXED THIS [ZG (EPUT UP, HEAD FOR THE 1177 
INDEZVOUS INT. WITH 


PLACE IN YOUR HEAD? 

CAN YOU GET US BACK LUCK, BY THIS TIME 

HERE WHEN WE NEED. — TOMORROW, WE'LL BE 
2 


IQUAAAG!¢ PLEASE HOLD YOUR 
APPLAUSE UNTIL IM FINISHED, 
GETTING THE FIREBIRD OUT OF 
HER CAGE WAS NEVER THE 
PROBLEM! 0 


THERE'S THE SIGNAL. 
LETS GO, . 


ITS ATLEAST A THOUSAND MiLes Vi 
TO THE NEAREST BORDER AND ALL 
OF U THROUGH AOSTLE 


TRUST, COLONEL FLAG, 
HAVEN'T FORGOTTEN 


WAS SENT BY MOSCOW TO GET RESULTS! NOT TO HAVE } 
QUESTIONED BY AN ORDERLY WHO 1S ABOUT TO, 
BE REASSIGNED TOA POST IN SYBERIA!> 7 
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WE HAVEN'T MUCH TIME. 
NIGHTSHADE, 


. HAH-HAH-HAH-HAH! OHHH... 
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| can't recall any title getting es much 
mail as SUICIDE SQUAD has received 


Dear Bob and John, 

So far, 20 good. As a 20 yeer DC 
reader who wasn't quite impressed with 
the “free the bed guys as fast as the 
heroes catch om! aspect of this book, | 
can say that | was impressed with the 
premiere issue. You ducked the issue 
that left me wary and discussed others 
mat put the Squad in o somewhat bottor 
light; es something that's needed, like 
Castor Oil. 

don't know if @ book with a constant: 


A picked up SQUAD #1 purely out of 
curiosity, on @ lark. The beautiful Chay- 
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story. Mainly, it was alll a set-up for the 

mission to come, but it held my interest 
the whole way through. 

Robert T. Jeschonek 

Johnstown, PA 
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‘point is that the concept 
like most stories will be multi port 
‘episodes. | think three or four part story- 
lines will work great, especially since 
there will be a relatively high character 
‘turnover. You can characters 


1 


SECRET ORIGINS story, | was wonder- 
ing how the first issue would be. It was, 


rivalries between the villains who make 
Up the team were done convincingly and 
Gefied cliche. 


Dale Coe 
Warrington, Cheshire, England 


Dear Suiciders, 

I'm just dropping you a line from 
“down under™ to tell you how much I'm 
enjoying LEGENDS and ail its spin-offs. 
Right from issue #3 of LEGENDS | fellin 
love with the SUICIDE SQUAD and 


‘snapped up. | enjoyed Luke McDon- 
Nell’s work in JLA andalso thinkthe rest 
of the Suicide Crew are terrific, just right 
for the SUICIDE SQUAD. 

| really enjoy the Australian super- 
villain, Captain Boomerang. 


‘Ashley Howarth 
Wahroonga, Australia 


«1 think that you and the creative 
staff on SUICIDE SQUAD are on the 
right track, Bob. Judging by the SECRET 
ORIGINS story and the Squad’s first 
issue, this series could break some new 
and exciting ground in the coming 
months. Besides, you must be doing 
‘something right if in two stories i eon 
from absolutely loathing the Suicide 
Squad to getting u great deal of enjoy- 
ment out of them. If you find out what it 
is you're doing right, let me know and 
‘we'll bottle and seil it. Meanwhile, have 
fun with the SUICIDE SQUAD and con- 
gratulations on @ superb first issue. 


Jonathan Gilbert 
London, Ontario, Canada 


hen | read LEGENDS, the Suicide 
‘Squad really got my attention. They're 
real. | mean, everyone else lives up to 
the high moralistic attitude they all 
portray. OK, fine. But not everyone can, 
‘or wants to, do that. And that’s the 
Suicide Squad. They only want to help 
themselves. may not even care 
why they're doing what they're doing. 
So long as they survive and get their 
‘sentences reduced. They don't have 8 
lot of compassion for their adversaries, 


which is why they can kill. You won'tsee 
that. 


‘Superman doing 

‘especially ike Deadshot. He ep. 
to me, somehow. Maybe it’s his self- 
destructive nature. . 
to see him develop into a strong. 
type. Like having @ simplistic, — 
Yo-the-point attitude. 


THE FLASH, CAPTAIN ATOM, SUPER- 
MAN, the JUSTICE LEAGUE or the 
BATMAN. we're being bombarded by 
new creative teams, new directions and, 
in some cases, new first issues. And I'm 
happy to say that I'm having more fun 
reading comic books now than | ever 
have because of these changes. Thus, | 
was very pleased to hear that DC was 
introducing yet another title, namely 
SUICIDE: SQUAD. | liked them in 
LEGENDS and | thought they had great 
potential starring in their own on-going 
series. 


Well, SUICIDE SQUAD #1 is finally 
out. And, unfortunately, | co t think it’s 


very good. 
| found fiat art and a predictable 


It just lacked the style and panache thet 
differentiates exciting art from so-so an. 
‘As for the story itself, | was hoping for 


regarding this, the cheracterization wes: 
almost as stiff as the art. 
Tony Becker 
‘Oxford, OH 


me Jinad appears to be 8 great 
‘enemy and counterpoint to the Suicide 
‘Squad. Mrs. Waller's briefing on the 
Jihad was well done. It was interesting. 
brief and informative. Also the art was 
well done, alternating Waller with the 
Jinad members was visually effective. 
‘The concept behind the Squad is inter- 
‘esting and provides many alternatives. 
Keep Captain Boomerang around, he’s 
the best member. Andi hope the Jihad 
sticks around, but not every issue. 
‘Stephen Cade 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 


.« SUICIDE SQUAD #1 was, for me, an 
enigma. | thumbed through the first 
issue with some reservetions while 
trying to decide whether | should 
purchase the book or not. Granted, the 
artwork was good—very good in fact. 
Another plus was having Ostrander as 
the writer; past experience of his work 
has always been quite favorable. So 
why. the hesitation? 

‘The principal characters, | think. Not 
‘one of the characters truly excited me 


enough to warrant my: taking the 
chance. To my way of thinking, each 
was nothing more than g mere second- 
Stringer, none too noteworthy singular- 


merang. The Tiger isan excellent choice 
in-command and works well 


corres mental attitude, excellent 
costume, everything about him is 
perfect. Don't change a thing. Although 
the Enchantress provides the team with 
“mystic muscle,” | don't know enough 
‘about her to make a judgement as yet. 
‘As for Captain Boomerang, well it 
‘seems that as last yeer was the year of 
the homicidal maniac, this year is the 
year of the jerk. Every team has to have 
ono. But don’t fret. Digger is o greatjerk. 
Jody R. Martin 

Greensboro, NC 
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John has done a great job with the 
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#63 and concludes in the ANNUAL in a 
few more weeks. 

We'll be here next month with more 
mail and fun. See you then and keep 


smitingt 
—Bob Greenberger 
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